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Background Note:  This collection of reprint articles was donated by Dr. Ann B. Butler, Professor 

Emeritus in the Molecular Neuroscience Department in the Krasnow Institute for Advanced Study at 

George Mason University.  Butler collected the material over the course of her career and inherited 

much of it from her mentors, including articles collected and annotated by Dr. Paul Weiss and Dr. 

William Cruce in their research in neurobiology. The Museum’s Neuroanatomical Collections include 

specimens of many rare and unusual species of amphibians, reptiles, elasmobranches, mammals, 

and birds donated by Dr. Cruce. Histological slide preparation includes Nissel and myelin stains 

highlighting cellular and nerve fiber morphology.  One linear foot of photocopied material relating 

specifically to Dr. Cruce, and not otherwise within the scope of the Archive’s collection criteria for 

original reprints, was transferred to the Neuroanatomical division as secondary reference material 

to the Cruce slide collection. 

Series/Scope and Content Note:   The Comparative Neuroanatomy Reprint Collection consists of 

articles on comparative neuroanatomy and brain evolution across vertebrates from the early 

decades of the 20th century. Some are on systematics and taxonomy, particularly of reptiles and 

amphibians. A few are by some of the best known, top pioneers in the field.  Given the importance 

of the Museum’s Neuroanatomical Collections, these reprints are intended to enhance those 

collections.  As these materials are generally rare and often not available online, they also meet the 

collecting criteria for the Otis Historical Archives.  The reprints are almost all originals and arranged 

alphabetically by the first author listed in the publication.   
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